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Isaiah 43:1-3a NKJV

But now, thus says the LORD, who created you, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; You are Mine.  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you.  When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, nor shall the flame scorch you.  For I am the LORD your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior..."

In that Scripture the Lord said, "I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; You are Mine."  Wow!  What a powerful statement and promise from God to Israel!

Even though Israel was unfaithful, God still loved her and promised her release from captivity.  The Holy One of Israel created her, He redeemed her, He promised to be with her through all trials and difficult times, and He will protect her - for Zion is desired as His dwelling place and resting place forever (Ps. 132:13,14).

Just as it is with Israel, we can also claim His promises.  When we repent and by faith alone accept Jesus into our life as Savior and Lord, we instantly become royalty.  We become sons and daughters of the most-high sovereign God - Who not only made those promises to Israel, but they are valid promises for us today.  As a child of the King, we become worthy heirs to the kingdom of heaven.  Revelation 3:4 promises that the faithful in Christ will walk with Him in purity and righteousness.  The Apostle Paul stated in Galatians 3:29 NIV, "If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise."

Can you truly claim the promises in God's Word as your own?  Do you belong to Him?  Are you able to say with absolute confidence and assurance that, "I am His, and He is mine?"  If so, then one day soon you will hear Jesus say, "My child, I have redeemed you, your sins once as scarlet are whiter than snow - you are Mine forever!"  Oh, what wonderful words of life…eternal life!

John 10:27,28 NKJV

My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.  And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.

Donald Mehl’s hope and prayer during his retirement years is that he might serve the Lord in part by sharing the Good News of the Gospel through his written work. As the Lord leads and uses his writing style, scripture knowledge and insight, his work will be informative, challenging, assuring and interesting for the reader.

His articles appear in Christian newspapers and online magazines as well as several Christian websites. In addition to writing, he enjoys Biblical theme woodcarving, Bible studies, Christian music, golf and last but certainly not least, his supportive and caring family. Watch, pray and keep looking up!          

